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With little netball this year due to the impact of COVID 19, it has been very quiet.  There has, however, been a significant amount of work going on during this period within England Netball and new processes are now being introduced which change the officiating pathway.

We have managed to play some County League Friendlies and our team of umpires have enjoyed the opportunity to officiate matches again and reunite as Team White.
We look forward to a return to ‘proper’ netball from September and being able to restart our full programme of officiating support and assessments; and to continue growing the Middlesex team of officials.  

Umpire courses

England Netball have been working on an Officiating Transformation project to move the delivery of their officiating courses entirely online.  All courses are now being organised and managed centrally by England Netball.  England Netball will hold all learner umpire information on the ENgage system.  Only members of England Netball will be able to book onto courses as the booking process is directly through ENgage.   
Into officiating courses have now launched and C award courses are due to launch in June.  Both courses comprise of 2 interactive virtual sessions delivered via Zoom.  Counties are now expected to organise practical sessions for learners who have attended these courses.  Into learners will each receive a hard copy resource, a whistle, and a rule book prior to the course.  C award learners will receive an electronic resource to support the course delivery.
The B award course is due to launch in July once lockdown restrictions are removed and will be a blend of online learning (2 interactive virtual sessions delivered via Zoom) and a practical session (delivered face to face). B Award learners will receive an electronic resource to support the course delivery.
B and A award written assessments
These have been on hold until now due to the COVID 19 pandemic.  Netball Europe have set a one-off date of Saturday 3 July to allow more time for lockdown restrictions to be lifted, hopefully allowing invigilators and candidates to meet.  From there on, the normal written assessment cycle will resume with sittings in October, February and June. 
Learner umpires have 2 years from the date that they attended a B award course in which to take their B written assessment. This is being extended by 22 months from the date of expiry due to COVID 19 restrictions.  All learners have been contacted and advised of their new expiry date.

C Award written assessments
The C award paper has now moved online and is being managed by Netball Europe.  For all new learners, the C award paper will become part of the course booking process and course fee.
All those who have previously attended a C award course but have not yet sat or passed their C paper have been provided with details of how to apply directly to Netball Europe.  

Learner umpires have 2 years from the date that they attended a course in which to take their C written assessment. For those who have previously attended a C award course which was due to expire on or after 16 March 2020, this is being extended by 22 months from the date of expiry due to COVID 19 restrictions.  All learners have been contacted and advised of their new expiry date.

Any learner umpire who already has a C written award pass with an expiry date on or after 16 March 2020 has had their expiry date extended by 22 calendar months due to COVID 19 restrictions.  All learners have been contacted and advised of their new expiry date.

Any learner umpire who successfully gains their written award pass after 16 March 2020 and before 1 September 2021 will have their award expiry date extended by 22 calendar months due to COVID 19 restrictions. 

Qualifications

Netball Europe advised that assessments could not take place on the modified game.  With no assessments able to take place this season, we have had no new qualified umpires.  
All learners need time to gain some practice on normal rules once these are permitted for play before assessments can take place so it will likely be from October that we will be starting to assess again.  

The 2021/22 season looks to be a busy season for our assessors and we hope for a significant growth in our umpiring team as our learners pursue their qualifications. 

The INTO award is currently valid for 4 years. Any expiry date that falls between the period 16 March 2020 and August 31 2021 will be extended by 22 months due to COVID 19 restrictions.  All Middlesex umpires holding the INTO award have been contacted and advised of their new expiry date.

Learners who have already attended a C Award course but haven’t yet passed the C Award Written Paper and/or the C Award Practical Pre-assessment will not need to pass the Into Officiating Practical Assessment (which is now mandatory for new learners) before progressing with their C Award.

Into officiating Assessments

With the changes to the delivery of courses, England Netball have now made this a mandatory award which all new learners must complete before they can progress to the C umpire award pathway.  

We have a significant number of learners who have previously attended Into Officiating courses who will need to be prioritised for assessments as well as more learners attending the new online courses being offered this summer.
We are currently awaiting the revised criteria which the learners will need to meet to gain their qualifications.  

Ordinarily learners have 2 years from the date that they attended an INTO course in which to take their practical assessment. 22 months has been added to any expiry date related to course attendance due to COVID 19 restrictions.  All learners have been contacted and advised of their new expiry date.

C Award Practical Assessments

We have a wait list of 8 pre-assessments and 3 final assessments carried over from last season.
We have a significant number of learners who have previously attended C award courses who will need to be prioritised for assessments as well as more learners attending the new online courses being offered this summer.

B award Practical Assessments
We have 2 umpires who passed their pre-assessment and are awaiting their final practical assessments delayed from last season.

A award Practical Assessments 
We have 1 umpire who is awaiting her final assessment and 3 umpires awaiting their pre-assessments from last season.  
Mentoring

With limited netball and the modified rules, it has not been possible to do any formal mentoring this season.  

Bleep testing

There has been no requirement for umpires to fitness test this season.  We will resume our programme of bleep testing for September and January for the new season.
2020 Updated Rules of Netball 
The updated 2020 INF rules of netball came into force in September 2020.  We have not yet had a chance to adopt these fully as we have been working with the modified COVID rules of play.  

These are not new rules per se but rather the majority of the changes are minor tidy ups and simplifying wording to clarify understanding of some of the rule requirements and to create a unified delivery across the world.   

Last summer we provided all our qualified umpires and learner umpires who are actively working towards their qualifications with new rules books.  We do still have a few copies available and any clubs/coaches/umpires wishing to purchase a copy can do so for £5.

Rules Forums

With the introduction of the modified rules of play to enable netball to be played during the COVID 19 restrictions, Middlesex held a forum in November as a follow-up to the ones run by England Netball to clarify the requirements for our umpires, players and coaches and to advise on the requirements for the return to play in the County League at Brunel.

We plan to run some rules forums across the County in late August/early September as refreshers on the 2020 rules update. 
Umpire Kit

Thanks to Claire Kean’s hard work, we have a new umpire kit supplier – Flyhawk.  We have kept the design very similar to our original Viper 10 kit so the two will blend together seamlessly.  This kit is available to all Middlesex member umpires across our member leagues.  The kit designs are now available to view and order via the Middlesex netball website under the Umpiring tab.   

County League

We have been fortunate to be able to run some modified rules friendly matches for those of our County League teams who wished to participate (2 Saturdays in December and 7 Saturdays from April to June).  

Due to the reduced number of games and fixture dates, we took the decision to centrally allocate the umpires for all divisions.  This has been very successful and we will be surveying the umpires, particularly those who officiate Divisions 2 and 3, to see whether to continue with these allocations for the new season in September.

We have permitted a number of working to C umpires who are part of the County mentoring programmes to officiate the friendly matches and they have enjoyed the opportunity to practice their skills with the support of our County umpiring team. 

It is a big undertaking but the support and commitment of the umpires have made it relatively painless and it has been fantastic to have Team White working together so well.  

Umpiring Opportunities

Lucy Turner, Sophie Scott and Amber Derrien have been involved in the NPL U21 and U19 matches which have been able to restart from April.  Zoey Dickson is named as a reserve.
