[image: image1.png]


Middlesex County Netball Association

www.middlesexnetball.co.uk

AGM – 24th June 2021
County League Report
Claire Kean (claire@middlesexnetball.co.uk)
Middlesex County League Report 2020-2021 – REVISED ON 24th June 2021 to give confirmed fixture dates. 
The 2020-21 season has been the County’s thirteenth season, however due to the Pandemic it has been run as a friendly season when the guidelines permitted us to play. 

A recap from season 2019/2020

Last season had an abrupt ending due to the outbreak of COVID 19 and from that point onwards we have been following guidance from England Netball and The Government. 

Sadly for Troy NC, who were last season’s qualifying team for Regional Play-Offs, the pandemic caused the play-offs to be cancelled and all league positions from National Premier League and in turn the Regional League were frozen and will be carried into the forthcoming season. This meant that no new teams were given the opportunity to gain a place in the Regional League. 

Meanwhile in the County League we had one new team join Division 3 due to a space and we welcomed Sparks NC. 

Friendly Season COVID 19 

As the pandemic continued, the County League Committee were committed to creating some sort of friendly season which was set up to commence in September 2020. This involved a huge amount of work, especially for Sally Essex who agreed to take on the unenviable task of ‘MCNL COVID OFFICER’. It also involved a lot of work from Amber Derrien and her team of umpires who got to grips with a whole set of new ‘COVID netball rules’ and via online workshops, all became up to speed with the new landscape. 
Although we had to stop and restart, a majority of the county league teams entered, and due to a last-minute space in the fixture list, Knights Mens were invited to participate in the Prem Division. Under the EN guidance we were allowed to include a male team in this friendly league, as the results had no consequence. Although Knights Mens won’t be appearing in the county league again, we would like to thank them for joining us in the middle of a pandemic in what was a landmark move for men’s netball. 

MIDDLESEX LEAGUE STRUCTURE (Amended now with promotion and demotion) 2021-2022. 
	PREMIER DIVISION
	DIVISION

ONE
	DIVISION

TWO
	DIVISION THREE

	Academy A
	Academy B  
	Cumberland B
	Cumberland C

	Troy
	Cumberland A
	Actonians B  
	AP Saints B 

	Poly A
	Charville Bennetts
	Grasshoppers A
	Bush

	Actonians A
	Poly B
	Blaze
	Hyde Park C 

	Oakwood A
	Putney Ladies A
	Oakwood B
	Old Fincunians

	Palmers Green
	AP Saints A
	Breezers
	Grasshoppers B

	Minchenden
	Falcons 
	Falcons Fire 
	Actonians C

	Hyde Park A
	Hyde Park B
	Putney Ladies B
	Sparks 


The Application form for the new season has been sent out to all existing clubs and any new clubs who wish to enter the league. 

The above table shows all the teams entitled to retain their places, due to COVID-19 disruption. Should all these teams confirm their places, then no new teams will be eligible to enter the league this season. Should there be any gaps and any new teams wishing to enter the league, then the necessary arrangements, and potentially adjustments, may be made to this structure. The deadline for applications is the 15th June and so at the time of writing this report we cannot confirm everything, but will be able to do so at the AGM.  

Fixture Dates – Subject to confirmation/COVID 19 restrictions 

We are assuming, at the time of producing this report, that all COVID-19 restrictions will be removed ahead of the 21/22 Season. 

All Division 2 & 3 matches will be held at Brunel at the outdoor courts.

Premier Division and Division 1 matches will be at Brunel indoor courts.  
Due to clashes with the National Calendar and availability at Brunel, we were still confirming certain dates at the time of writing this report. 
We can now confirm, as of the 24th June, the revised table below, please note one fixture date is on a Sunday. 
	DATES for SEASON 2021-22

	1st Half of Season


	2nd Half of Season

	Sat 11th Sept
	All Divisions  
	Sat 12th Feb
	All Divisions

	Sat 25th Sept
	All Divisions
	Sat 26th Feb
	All Divisions

	Sat 9th Oct
	All Divisions
	Sat 26th March
	All Divisions

	Sat 23rd Oct
	All Divisions
	Sat 9th April
	All Divisions

	Sat 13th Nov
	All Divisions
	Sun 10th April
	All Divisions  

	Sat 27th Nov
	All Divisions
	Sat 23rd April
	All Divisions

	Sat 22nd Jan
	All Divisions
	Sat 30th April
	All Divisions


Spare Date: TBC
New Venues 
Whilst we continue our search for a suitable dual indoor/outdoor court venue in North London, no such venue has been identified as yet. Please feel free to contact the committee should you be aware of any NEW venues that may fit the criteria which we might assess for season 22/23.
New County League E-Mail Address 
The County League Committee have set-up a new email address for correspondence relating to general County League administration.  With immediate effect, please use this email to contact the league committee to enable us to deal with all correspondence more efficiently.

countyleague@middlesexnetball.co.uk
For all registration, age banding and results information and queries, please still continue to use:

registrationsandresults@middlesexnetball.co.uk
Divisional Reps Initiative 
The County League Committee would like to create an opportunity for more insight and opinion from our member clubs. To this end, this season we would like to introduce divisional representatives – one for each of our 4 divisions. If you would be willing to come on board please e-mail countyleague@middlesexnetball.co.uk with your name, club and the division you would like to represent. The roles wont be onerous and will generally involve attending around 4 committee meetings across the season.  
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Reps Initiative 

As you will be aware Middlesex was the first County in the Country to set up a Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Group, which has been active during the past season, throughout lockdown. As we return to proper netball, we are making it a requirement for each Middlesex County League Club to appoint a Diversity Lead that can be a point of contact for our County Group to feed into, communicate with, and generally be involved in creating a positive and sustainable change within our sport. To this end, please include this position within your committee appointments for the season ahead. A section on our registration form will be inserted, and the details of each Club Diversity Lead will be shared with the County ED&I Lead for communication purposes. 
Committee 

Finally, I would like to thank the County League Committee. This year that has been Sally Essex, Amber Derrien, Jenny Harrold, Elz Eve, Shaheen Lodhi, Maria Mitchell and Marvin Campbell - many thanks to you all for your support and hard work especially during such a difficult time. The League would not be able to function without our volunteers, and we are always happy to hear from people who would like to volunteer for a role on the Committee. Please contact us by e-mail if you would like to join us as we always have options for openings! 
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