Information for C to B award umpires preparing for the B award
This summarises the process and fees – updated July 2020
1.       Already hold the Netball Europe ‘C’ Umpiring Award and have at least one year’s experience in umpiring various types of matches such as good competitive senior club, other club, county, factory, youth or school matches.

2.        Attend a B award course within 2 years of applying for the Pre assessment – each county within London and South East usually runs one course per year and you can attend out of county if the dates suit you better.  

3.        Successfully pass the written assessment (which is valid for two years from the date of taking the Written Assessment).  Theory Paper – one and a half hour written paper; new dates from 2020 – October, February, June usually second weekend of the month.  Middlesex County runs workshops to prepare learners for this.  

4.       Log Book – record of appropriate standard matches.  Enter evidence of umpiring experience in the Umpire Log Book containing a variety of matches which are appropriate to the level of the award the umpire is working towards i.e. good standard club level.  (This must include a minimum of at least 6 matches as identified by Region Umpiring Personnel.  For Middlesex umpires, you should record Division 1 County League matches but not lower divisions; U16 regional league matches; opportunities to umpire at regional screening or events.  Once you have been successfully pre-assessed, this will also include County Premier Division and Poly League Division 2 which we will seek permission for you to umpire to give you the required standard of practice to achieve your B award).  Start completing the log book now.  You can use good quality games from last season if you have the details noted in your diaries.
5.       Pre Assessment – Undergo a formal pre-assessment on one or more games for the duration of one hour on the same day. This must be conducted by any current Netball Europe ‘B’ Award Assessor (but not your mentor) and must be sent into the Assessment Co-ordinator within 1 month from the date of the pre-assessment. 
6.       Fitness requirement – 6.1 bleep test to be undertaken after successful pre-assessment and must be completed within six weeks prior to the application being sent to the Regional umpiring secretary and the final assessment date. A copy of the fitness form must accompany your application which will be signed off by the County umpiring secretary.  

· 7.       Assessment – 2 B award assessors observe on an hour match.  Assessments must be conducted outside the learner’s normal county or umpiring environment.  Learners will be graded using the performance grades and umpire competencies documentation.   Learners should ensure they have a thorough understanding of the scoring system and should refer to their B course documentation to review this.  You will need to achieve a minimum grade of 2 in these three Sections (Game Management and Protocols; Minor infringements; Communication and Sanctions) and a minimum of grade 3 in the remaining five sections. 
The learner will not receive any expenses for their umpiring from the teams involved on the assessment match.

The receipt of mentoring is also an important part of the process.  If you do not have a formal county mentor, please contact the County umpiring secretary who will advise if there are any accredited mentors available. It is suggested that you don’t utilise a formal mentor until you have sat the theory paper as with only 4 formal sessions provided by the County, it would seem a shame to use them up before the final push once you know you have the theory paper passed. 

There are a large number of very experienced and helpful A and B award umpires within the county who are willing to spend some ad hoc time with progressing umpires at match days; and certainly with the central allocation of umpires for both Premier and Division 1 of the Middlesex County League, we expect the opportunities to share knowledge, experience and best practice to be more readily available and this will provide essential early support for your practical umpiring development.

Do contact the County Umpiring Secretary (amber@middlesexnetball.co.uk) if you need any assistance with your preparations or have any queries; and keep an eye out for all the umpiring opportunities coming your way.

Fees for B Umpire Award Assessment process
Course Atttendance - £50

Written assessment paper workshops - £50

Written assessment paper sitting - £45

B pre-assessment – assessor’s travel expenses (Middlesex recommend minimum £10)

Bleep test - if ask County to arrange it - £10; free if approach a club to run session

B practical assessment - £65 (currently £50 for L&SE)

