Information for Beginner to C award umpires preparing for the C umpire award
This is to summarise the process and fees – updated July 2020
· Attend an Into Officiating course and a Working towards your C Award course within 2 years of applying for the Pre assessment – each County within the London and South East region usually runs courses throughout the year and you can attend out of County if the dates suit you better.  All courses will be advertised on the Middlesex website and the London and South East website, which will also have courses for Essex Met, Surrey and Kent; as well as the England Netball website.  
· Successfully pass the written assessment (which is valid for two years from the date of taking the Written Assessment).  Theory Paper – a 30 minute written paper; The C paper was updated in January 2020.  It has 2 sections: Section 1 consists of 20 yes/no questions and Section 2 now consists of 5 multiple choice questions.  Learners must achieve a pass in both sections to be awarded an overall pass (Section 1: 17 out of 20; Section 2: 3 out of 5 marks).  Learners can apply to sit the written assessment by completing the online form on the Middlesex Netball website. 
· Log Book – record of appropriate standard matches.  In preparation for the practical pre-assessment, learners are required to maintain a log of the matches they have umpired.  Enter evidence of umpiring experience in the Umpire Log Book containing a variety of matches which are appropriate to the level of the award the umpire is working towards.  For Middlesex umpires, you should record any League matches which allow unqualified umpires on their divisions (e.g. NLNL, Harlington, Queensmead); West London Junior League matches; inter-club friendly matches; Back to netball sessions; Pay and play sessions; school matches.  Start completing the log book now.  You can use good quality games from last season if you have the details noted in your diaries or can obtain from the league websites.
· Pre Assessment – Undergo a formal pre-assessment for the duration of 30 minutes. This must be conducted by any current Netball Europe ‘C' Award Assessor and is valid for 1 month from the date of the pre-assessment.  Ideally it should be outside the learner's normal umpiring environment and the match conditions will be the same for the equivalent Assessment. Learners must ensure that they have a thorough understanding how to score; however, they will not need to demonstrate this during the game but through questioning at the Pre-assessment or on the actual Assessment.  Scorers and timekeepers will be provided for all assessments, even if not normally used at that standard of match as the Learners will not be required to undertake the scoring.        
· Fitness requirement – There is no longer a requirement for leaner umpires preparing for their C umpire award practical assessment to complete a fitness submission as part of their application.  However, in line with County League and North London netball league requirements, you must still have one in place in order to be able to officiate and to be assessed within the leagues.  The requirement is 5.1 bleep test.
· Practical Assessment – 2 C award assessors will observe for a minimum of 30 minutes and maximum of 40 minutes on a good standard match.  Assessments must be conducted outside the learner’s normal umpiring environment and therefore the majority of assessments are held at the Middlesex County League.  Learners will be graded using the performance grades and umpire competencies documentation.   Learners should ensure they have a thorough understanding of the scoring system and should refer to their C course documentation to review this.  You will need to achieve a minimum grade of 3 in all Sections apart from Section 6 – Advantage as per the criteria laid out in the Performance grades and competencies.  Learners can have a grade 4 for Section 6 – Advantage, but will then need to gain a mark elsewhere. 
The learner will not receive any expenses for their umpiring from the teams involved on the assessment match.

Mentoring is an important and useful part of the preparation for assessment process.  There is a formal County mentor scheme which you can apply to via the County Umpiring Secretary but please be aware that places are limited due to the commitments of the accredited umpire mentors.  North London League also have a mentor scheme which can be utilised.  You can also ask experienced umpires to provide you with informal observations and guidance to assist your progression. 

Do contact the County Umpiring Secretary (amber@middlesexnetball.co.uk) if you need any assistance with your preparations or have any queries; and keep an eye out for any umpiring opportunities coming your way. 

Fees for C Umpire Award Assessment process

Course attendance - £50 per Into Officiating and C course
Written assessment paper sitting - £10

C pre-assessment - £10

Bleep test - if ask County to arrange it - £10; free if approach a club/school to run session

C practical assessment - £45
