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Welcome to the next edition of the Middlesex County 
Netball Association Newsletter. This is an update for 
clubs and netball members about the opportunities and 
success of those in the County. If you have any news you 
would like us to include in this Newsletter or on the 
website please forward to Debbie Horn (County Publicity 
Officer) - debbie@middlesexnetball.co.uk  

We are pleased to announce our new look website is now 
available: www.middlesexnetball.co.uk  

We would like to see all affiliated teams listed on our 
Clubs Page, so if your team isn’t list – please e-mail us 
with the relevant information. 
 

County League 

We are halfway through the 2010-11 season of the 
Middlesex County League, and are pleased to report that 
everything is running smoothly.  We have been making 
every effort to ensure that umpires across the league are 
being monitored continuously, in order to promote high 
standards.  Although unfortunately we have had to award 
a number of penalty points as administration does still 
seem to be a problem for some teams as is players 
turning up late for their scoring responsibilities.  
 
This season the County League welcomed Grasshoppers 
into the 2nd division, following a playoff with Fusions and 
Bush Twyford. We were disappointed not be able to 
include all three teams, as the playoffs were closely 
fought but unfortunately there was only one place 
available.  But we are now actively encouraging interest 
from other teams, as we hope that we may be able to 
expand the league for season 2011-12, to allow more 
teams in the county to compete.  
 
The League currently plays twice a month on a Saturday 
at two venues; once at Brunel University and once at 
Broomfield Park. 
 
Any clubs interested in entering a team please email Jo  
on jo@middlesexnetball.co.uk 
 
Regional Play Off Date for the winner of the County 
Premier Division: 16th April 2011 (Venue TBC). 
 
Interdivisional Playoff date: Sunday 9th May 2011 (Venue 
- Brunel) This play off is for promotion and relegation of 
the teams placing 7th and 2nd respectively in both the 
Prem & First, and First & Second divisions.   Please note 
this may also be the playoff date for new teams wishing 
to enter the league - dependant on the volume of interest.  
 
For further information on the County League  - visit 
www.middlesexnetball.co.uk alternatively, contact Jo on 
jo@middlesexnetball.co.uk   
 

 

 

 

Latest results for the 2010-11 Season: 
Premier Division: (#unregistered player =concede) 

 
 
Division 1: (#unregistered player *late scorer ^no umpire 
=concede) 

 
 
Division 2: (#unregistered player ^no umpire %wrong name) 

 
 

75 YEARS OF NETBALL IN 
MIDDLESEX 

Regrettably many of the early records of Middlesex 
County Netball were lost when a former Secretary moved 
house!  Many of us can surely relate to that predicament!  
Here are a few milestones that have been retrieved from 
various sources. 
 
1935 Middlesex first win at Inter-County Tournament (9 
wins in total over 72 years) 
1937 Middlesex, as County Champions, represented 
England to play against Scotland in Glasgow 
1949 Middlesex player/s in first true International 
matches v Scotland and Wales. 
1954 Panel Umpiring Award – 13 out of 16 Middlesex 
umpires passed Part 1A (Written). How many went on to 
full Panel Award, I wonder. 
1955 Junior County Squad revived.  Three Senior County 
teams. 
1961 County team played against Jamaican touring side 
– and WON by one goal! 
 

mailto:debbie@middlesexnetball.co.uk
http://www.middlesexnetball.co.uk/
http://www.middlesexnetball.co.uk/
mailto:jo@middlesexnetball.co.uk
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1963 Middlesex held an Indoor Evening hosting the West 
Indies Touring team.Two Middlesex players in the 
England Squad for 1

st
 World Tournament in Eastbourne. 

1975 Anticipated rise in Affiliation Fee to perhaps £7.00 
per team of 10 (70p per player!)  This at the time was 
equated to a visit to the cinema or 40 cigarettes!!! 
1977 Leagues in which Middlesex affiliated Clubs play – 
Middlesex, Poly, Acton, Ealing (Summer & Winter), North 
London, Picketts Lock, Lincolns Inn Fields Lunchtime 
(Winter & Summer), Banks, Lloyds Insurance, SEE Tech, 
St James, East Herts Summer, Surrey. 
1981 Extract from a County Newsletter. 
UMPIRES EVER BEEN HAD?!!  At a County match a 
very experienced and well known umpire called a player 
over and asked her, very politely, to remove her gold, 
heart shaped, stud earrings, only to be told that they were 
paper stick-on ones! 
1986 London Weekend Television Community 
Programme.  Volunteers from Middlesex helped to man 
telephones answering 700 calls requesting information 
about local netball clubs.  These calls resulted from a 30 
second advertisement broadcast on Friday 5

th
 and 

Sunday 7
th
 September. 

1994 Middlesex hosted an event at St Mary’s University 
College featuring the County Squad (including 5 England 
players) against the England Under 21 Squad prior to 
their trip to the World Youth Cup in Toronto. Mary 
Beardwood (from Middlesex) was the Under 21 Coach 
and the Squad gained a Bronze Medal at the Tournament 
1998/9 Mary Beardwood coached England Seniors to the 
Bronze Medal position at the Commonwealth Games.  
Middlesex players Tracy Bartram, Lucia Sdao and 
Joanne Zinzan in the Squad.  Mary and England followed 
this with another Bronze at the 10

th
 World Netball 

Championship in New Zealand 
2004 Middlesex County won the final English Counties 
League series, at last beating arch rivals Essex Met who 
had held the trophy since 1998! 
 
This year our annual tournament will take place on 
Saturday 10

th
 September at Brunel University. Further 

information will be available on our website soon!  
 
Last year’s tournament winners: 
Cup Winners: Academy 
Cup Runners Up: Cumberland  
Plate Winners: Oakwood 
Plate Runners Up: Hyde Park B 
 

Senior League Competition 

Superleague  

Surrey Storm is the London and 
South East Superleague team and 
is coached by former England and 
Middlesex coach Mary Beardwood. Storm got off to a 
good start and hopes to continue at home to Leeds 
Carnegie on Monday 28

th
 February – this game will also 

be shown on Sky on Thursday 3
rd

 March.  

For more information about Surrey Storm  visit: 
www.surreystormnetball.co.uk  

National Premier League 

Division 1: 

 

Last year’s champions Academy from Middlesex is 
currently in 2

nd
 place. 

Division 2: 

 

Division 3:  

 

A third division in the National League has been created 
this season and Middlesex team Cumberland are 
currently 2

nd
.  

Good luck to Academy and Cumberland in their 
remaining fixtures for the season. 

L&SE Regional League 

Division 1: 

 

http://www.brunelhurricanes.co.uk/
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Division 2: 

 

County News 

Barbera Mercer (May 1925 – January 2011) 
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of 
Barbara Mercer who had a long association with 
Middlesex County. Netball was her passion and she 
dedicated many years of her life to playing and officiating. 
Our thoughts go out to her family and friends at this sad 
time. 
 
Barbara started as a player and then moved on, bringing 
her enthusiasm to the administrative side of the game, as 
well as continuing to play until recently.  Her service to 
netball and particularly to Middlesex has been 
exceptional.  She was Captain of Middlesex 1st team 
from 1946 to 1949 and has the unique distinction of 
having been the first Middlesex girl to play for the first-
ever England team in 1949.  She was closely associated 
with the Willesden team since 1946 and was the 
President of that club.  She served on the Middlesex 
League Committee since the League was formed, was 
League Secretary for 6 years and League Chairman for 2 
years. 
 
Barbara’s service to the County has been equally 
dedicated.  She has served on the County Committee for 
well over 25 years; she was Team Secretary for a long 
period, a County Selector and Assistant Coach for a 
number of years and County Secretary from 1962 – 
1964.  She is a holder of the AENA Lone Service Award 
and is a Life Vice-President of the County.  And, not 
content with this personal service, the Mercer tradition of 
service to Middlesex netball was carried on by daughter 
Kathryn, who played for the County Schools team for 
three years. 
 

Haringey Volunteer of the Year 
Congratulations to Pamela Davidson a member of Ignite 
NC based in Haringey who won Volunteer of the Year at 
the recent Haringey Celebrating Sport Awards. This is 
thoroughly deserved as Pam’s enthusiasm and drive has 
inspired a lot of women to get back into netball within the 
borough. Pam herself only got back into netball a year 
and a half ago, when her daughter persuaded her to start 
playing. Since then Ignite NC has been created and Pam 
is now being a qualified Level 2 coach. Congratulations 
Pam!! 

 
Coaching Courses 
Thank you to all the coaches who filled out the coaching 
workshop questionnaire. The results have been very 
useful, and the county is in the process of analysing and 
arranging workshops that individuals requested. 

So far the following courses have been organised; 

 Sunday 17th April: Winning the Ball-Dominant 
defence workshop at Oasis Academy, Enfield from 
10.30-1.30pm. 

 Saturday 11th June: Middlesex Coaching 
Conference- which will include the following 
workshops- On the Move, Fresh Ideas 4 and match 
analysis. 

For more information about the above workshops contact 
Rhiannon Hodkinson on 
rhiannonh@englandnetball.co.uk or 07738696857 
 
Coming soon... spacial awareness workshop!! 

 
High 5 umpiring workshop 
Following the recent development of a High 5 umpiring 
workshop by the regional office, 3 workshops have ran 
within Middlesex, one in Hounslow, Hillingdon and 
Ealing. This means there is now more teachers and 
young leaders with a greater knowledge of how to umpire 
High 5, and will be demonstrating these skills at local 
High 5 competitions. 
 

Club Development Grant 
Middlesex County Netball Association have set aside 
£5000, to support course costs for Middlesex clubs. For 
example it could support a Coach in completing their 
Level 2 coaching qualification or support an Umpire in 
gaining their B award, or support an individual in 
completing a first aid course.  
 
There is still money left in this fund for individuals 
affiliated to Middlesex to apply for. See 
www.middlesexnetball.co.uk for an application form. 
 

Poly NC achieve Active Westminster Mark 
Congratulations to Poly Netball Club who have achieved 
Active Westminster Mark. This is an endorsement mark 
that highlights that the club provides a quality sports and 
leisure service, and meets a range of quality standards 
set by the Active Westminster partnership. Well done 
Poly for all of your hard work in achieving this 
recognition.  

 
Mayors Legacy Skills Programme 
Netball is now part of the Mayors Legacy skills 
programme. This means that individuals that wish to 
complete the UKCC Netball Level 1 and Level 2 courses, 
can now apply for a coaching bursary. Individuals are 
able to gain up to 75% of the course cost up front, in 
exchange for voluntary coaching hours. For more 
information see; 
http://www.sportactivensa.co.uk/regions/london/mayors-
skills-legacy-programme.ashx 
 

Time to Listen Training 
England Netball is offering FREE additional training to 
Club Safeguarding Officers to increase their awareness 
of safeguarding, best practice and other useful 
information. Time to Listen is a 3 hour workshop 
developed by the Child Protection in Sport Unit (CPSU) 
specifically for Club Safeguarding Officers (CSO). The 
workshop has been adapted for netball and uses 
practical examples and case studies to enable you to 

mailto:rhiannonh@englandnetball.co.uk
http://www.middlesexnetball.co.uk/
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fully understand your role in the club and England Netball 
and how you can effectively safeguard young people in 
your care.  
 
A course is running on Thursday 10th March 2011 at 
Brunel University in Uxbridge from 6.30pm to 9.30pm. For 
more information and a booking form contact Sonia 
Robinson on londonandsoutheast@englandnetball.co.uk 
or 01895 266202. 
 

Back to Netball 
There are a number of Back to Netball sessions that have 
just started in Middlesex. 

 Poly Netball Club in partnership with Westminster 
Sports Development team are running Back to 
Netball sessions at Moberley Sports Centre, Kilburn 
Lane, W10 4AH. These sessions will run on a 
Wednesday from 7pm to 8.30pm. The cost of the 
sessions are £3.50 and for more information contact 
Moberly Sports Centre on 020 7641 4807. The first 
session is on Wednesday 26th January. 

 Back to Netball sessions are starting in Harrow at 
Whitmore High School. The sessions will be running 
on a Thursday from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Cost per 
session is £4, and for more information contact 
Candice Bryan on 02088694884. The first session is 
starting on 13th January. 

 Back to Netball is also starting at Swift Road Sports 
Centre in Ealing on a Wednesday from 7pm to 8pm. 
Cost per session is £2. For more information contact 
Swift Road Sports Centre on 02088435042. 

There are other Back to Netball sessions running in the 
county. For more information, see 
www.middlesexnetball.co.uk, Back to Netball section or 
contact Rhiannon on rhiannonh@englandnetball.co.uk or 
07738696857 
 

New Junior Sessions 
Two new junior netball sessions are up and running in 
Middlesex; 
1. Pink Ladies Netball Club are now running junior 

netball sessions on a Tuesday evening, 6pm to 7pm 
at Harlington Sports Centre. These sessions are 
open for any player in Year 7 to Year 11, all abilities 
are welcome. For more information email Pink Ladies 
on plnetball@hotmail.co.uk 

2. Whitmore High School in Harrow are running junior 
sessions for individuals aged 10 to 16, on a Thursday 
from 5.30pm to 6.30pm. For more information contact 
Rhiannon on rhiannonh@englandnetball.co.uk 

 

Hi 5s Tournament 
Charville Youth N.C. invite Year 5 & 6 girls teams to enter 
the tournament being held on Sunday 3rd April, 2011, 
10am – 4pm at Queensmead Sports Centre, Victoria 
Road, Ruislip HA4 0JE. 
 
Schools and clubs with Hi 5s can enter as many teams as 
they wish for each year group. Each team is allowed 9 
players in total. 
 
Entry is free and all participants will receive a certificate 
for taking part on the day. There is also the opportunity to  
 

purchase cakes and refreshments, plus a challenge 
station where girls can put their netball skills to the test. 
 
The deadline for teams to submit an entry form by is 
Friday 11 March. 
 
For further information contact Carmen: 
carmen_2uk@hotmail.com  
 

Goalden Globes  
Congratulations to Middlesex Club Minchenden for 
winning the Regional award for Outstanding Netball Club. 
 
The England Netball Goalden Globes are now open for 
regional nominations. The awards recognise the 
achievements of individuals involved in netball. 
  
There are 10 categories; 
Coach Award 
Grassroots Coach Award 
Inclusive Netball Volunteer Award 
Mary Bulloch Administrator Award 
Muriel McNally Award 
Netball Teacher Award 
Officials Award 
Outstanding Netball Club Award 
Rose Award 
Young Netball Volunteer Award 
  
As well as the England Netball long service award. 
  
For nomination forms see the London and South East 
website: http://www.londonandsoutheastnetball.co.uk 
 
The closing date for nominations is the 8

th
 April.  

 
Netball in the City  
In the next couple of weeks 3 Netball Development 
Community coaches will be starting in the following 
London boroughs: Haringey, Islington and Brent. The 
main remit of their roles will be to get more women back 
into netball. 
 

Fastnet Tournament 
Save the date!! The Region will be running a Fastnet 
tournament on Saturday 16th July, which will be open for 
all teams to enter. The tournament will be held on the 
outside courts at Coldharbour Leisure Centre, Chapel 
Farm Road, New Eltham, London, SE9 3LX. More details 
will be released shortly!! 
 

Coaching Database 
Terry Tilbury the Middlesex Coaching Secretary is 
currently putting together a database consisting of all 
coaches in Middlesex. This is so we can keep coaches 
up to date with coaching opportunities and coaching 
courses that are being run in the county. If you would like 
to be added to the database please contact Terry on 
terry@middlesexnetball.co.uk 
 

CAPs 
Congratulations to Blaze Netball Club who achieved their 
Bronze CAPs in December.  
 

mailto:londonandsoutheast@englandnetball.co.uk
mailto:communityplus@whitmore.harrow.sch.uk?subject=Back%20to%20Netball%20sessions
http://www.middlesexnetball.co.uk/
mailto:rhiannonh@englandnetball.co.uk
mailto:plnetball@hotmail.co.uk
http://web.sportfocus.com/mcna/assets/File/ENTRY%20FORM.doc
mailto:Carmen_2uk@hotmail.com
mailto:carmen_2uk@hotmail.com
http://www.londonandsoutheastnetball.co.uk/cgi-bin/download.cgi
http://www.londonandsoutheastnetball.co.uk/
mailto:terry@middlesexnetball.co.uk
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Talent Pathway 

Satellite and County Academy Trials 

County Academy Trials for girls currently in years 10 and 
11 are due to take place at Twyford High School on 
Sunday 22nd May 2011. 

Satellite Academy Trials for girls currently in years 7, 8 
and 9 are due to take place at Broomfield Park on 
Sunday 12

th
 June 2011 and Twyford High School on 

Sunday 19
th
 June 2011. For application forms and more 

information see www.middlesexnetball.co.uk, schools 
section. 
 
Congratulations to the following Middlesex girls who were 
selected into the National Talent League squads:  
Surrey Storm – Adeva Bryan 
Hertfordshire Mavericks - Danielle McFarlane, Kandis 
Nelson & Rachel Mulloy 
Team Bath – Kadeen Corbin 
 
U16s Regional League 
Good Luck to Academy and Falcons who are 
representing Middlesex in the U16s Regional League 
this season. 

 
 

Middlesex Schools 

Schools results for 2010-11: 

The qualifiers from the U14, U15, U16 & U19 Middlesex 
Schools Prelims will play in the Finals on Saturday 26

th
 

March 2010 at LEH School.  
 
Congratulations to the following teams: 
U14 U15 
Waldegrave Lady Eleanor Holles 
Lady Eleanor Holles Godolphin & Latymer   
Latymer Upper Latymer Upper 
St Paul’s CLGS 
St Helen’s St Paul’s 
SHHS NLCS 
  
U16 U19 
CLGS CLGS 
Godolphin & Latymer   Lady Eleanor Holles 
St Paul’s St Paul’s 
Lady Eleanor Holles St Benedict’s 
NLCS Mossbourne 
St Helen’s St Helen’s 
 
Congratulations to the following teams who came 1

st
 and 

2
nd

 at the first round of the National Schools Tournament  
 

on 27
th
 November 2010 against other school teams in the 

County: 
U19: Lady Eleanor Holles and St Helen’s 
U16: St Helen’s and Godolphin & Latymer   
U14: St Paul’s and Lady Eleanor Holles 

The above teams represented Middlesex at the Regional 
round on the 23

rd
 January but unfortunately did not 

qualify for the National Finals in March. 

 
School Club Links 
September was the month for School Club links in 
Middlesex, as four links were completed. This is fantastic 
as it means more junior clubs have official links with 
schools, which hopefully will result in more pupils from 
the schools attending the club sessions. The following 
links were finalised in September: 

 Pink Ladies and Harlington School 

 Minchenden Netball Club and East Barnet School 

 Blaze Netball Club and Rosedale College 

 Falcons Netball Club and Rooks Heath College 

 

Umpiring 

Umpire Mentors 

Over the course of the 09/10 season a group of 
volunteers from the county have undertaken the 
necessary training to become an umpire mentor. The list 
of official umpire mentors active within the County are (in 
alphabetical order): Amber Derrien (nee Buchan), Annie 
McKenna, Lucy Mitchell, Kim North, Jennie Thompson 
(nee Northcott) and Rachel Zilwood. Further information 
will be available soon on www.middlesexnetball.co.uk, 
umpiring section.  
 
B Award Course:  Sunday 27

th
 March 

C Award Course:  Sunday 10
th
 April 

Visit www.middlesexnetball.co.uk for further information 
on the above courses. 
 

Club Action Planning Scheme 
(CAPS) 

CAPS helps Netball clubs function in the most efficient 
way, with least long-term hassle. It is directly linked to 
Sport England’s Clubmark scheme and it’s all about good 
practice in the development of players, coaches and 
umpires at all levels.  

CAPS takes accepted sports development ideas and 
makes them flexible enough to fit in with your club’s 
current activities: YOUR needs, YOUR goals and YOUR 
values. It’s not just about paperwork and filling in forms. 
In fact, most clubs find that the CAPS process highlights 
all the good development work that they are already 
doing. This clarifies roles and gives help and positive 
encouragement to new volunteers – those who might 
usually hesitate before coming forward.  

http://www.middlesexnetball.co.uk/
http://www.middlesexnetball.co.uk/
http://www.middlesexnetball.co.uk/
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In today’s society, CAPS offers a way of maximising 
SAFE and CHILD-FRIENDLY activities. 

CAPS Clubs within the County include: 

For more information or to register for CAPS contact 
Rhiannon Hodkinson, Middlesex Netball Development 
Co-ordinator: on 07738 696857 or 

e-mail: rhiannonh@englandnetball.co.uk  
 
 
 

 

The Committee  

OFFICERS OF THE COUNTY 2010/2011 

PRESIDENT * Miss Mary Beardwood  

VICE PRESIDENTS * 

Mrs M Bentley, Mr T Bentley, Mrs 
V Churchman, Mrs P Dye, Mrs M 
Hyam, Mrs  Leggett, Mrs C Loftis, 
Mrs B Maycox 

CHAIRPERSON 
Mrs Jenny Harrold   
jenny@middlesexnetball.co.uk 

SECRETARY 
Mrs Amber Derrien  
amber@middlesexnetball.co.uk  

TREASURER (including 
schools) & AFFILIATIONS 

Mrs Brenda Horn    
brenda@middlesexnetball.co.uk  

SCHOOLS 
REPRESENTATIVE * 

Mrs Sally Essex   
sally@middlesexnetball.co.uk 

UMPIRING SECRETARY 
Mrs Liz Anderton 
liz@middlesexnetball.co.uk 

COACHING SECRETARY 
Mrs Terry Tilbury   
terry@middlesexnetball.co.uk 

COUNTY LEAGUE 
SECRETARY 

Ms Jo Evans  
jo@middlesexnetball.co.uk 

LEAGUES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Mrs Shelly Williams 
shelly@middlesexnetball.co.uk  

PUBLICITY OFFICER  
Miss Debbie Horn 
debbie@middlesexnetball.co.uk  

WELFARE OFFICER 
Ms Natasha McIntosh-Berry 
tash@middlesexnetball.co.uk  

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER * 

Miss Rhiannon Hodkinson   
rhiannonh@englandnetball.co.uk  

* Not elected positions at AGM 

Elections are held at the Annual General Meeting, the 
next meeting will take place on Thursday 23 June 2011 – 
venue to be confirmed.  

The role descriptions, nomination form, agenda and last 
years minutes are available on the county website 
www.middlesexnetball.co.uk, click on “About Us”.  

  
Silver Accredited 
 

Academy NC  
Charville NC  
Cumberland NC 
Minchenden NC 
Palmers Green NC 
Pink Ladies NC 

Bronze Accredited Britannia Royals NC 
Blaze NC 

 
CAPS Registered 

Falcons NC 
Grasshoppers NC 
Oakwood NC   
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